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RIFORT OF THE CIVIL AFRONAUTICE BOARD
of the ' .
on of an Accident Involving Aircraft i

Investigatl
Scheduled Air Carrier Uperation

A Douglas D3TA aireraft, NC 18101, owned by ¥estern Air Lines
and operated on that carrier's Trip No. 7 of July 16, 14T, was \
during an emergency landing at Los Angeles, California, at approximately - - -
1:45 p.m. The crew consisted of First Pilot Lester C, Holtan and Second -
Pilot George E. Cerveny, both of whom were properly certificated and ap-
nropriately rated, and a gtewardess, Fvelyn Bartlett. Tive nassengers
were aboard. There were no injuries to eithsr passengers or crew. '

After being properly dispatched to San Diego, Califorania, Western ' :

Air Lines Trin No. 7 departed Burbank, California, its origin,;qn-schedulef;‘f
at 1:30 p.m. July 16. A4n intermediate stop was scheduled at Long Beach,
California, The flight proceeded ncrmelly, reaching the vicinity of Long . . .

Beach at about 1:45 p.m., end contacted the control tower for landing- o
instructions. The control tower operator informed Trip 7 that the wind
was from bhe west-northwest at a velocity of 18 miles per hour, which
indicated a landing on the 3000 foot sast-west runway, and advised caution
due to the presence of a disabled Army aireraft about midway of the runway
and 100 feet north of it. . The pilot, in an effort to effect a short landing .

- and thereby minimize the chance of collision with the Army aireraft, brought -

his plane in under power at & rulatively low speed. As the aireraft neared .

the oast end of ths usable portion of the runway, a sudden shock was felt,

This was followed immediately by the sound_df the landing gear Warning -

horn. . Power was applied and the ship was placed in 2 climbing attitude..

On checking, ths crow found that the right landing gear was not fally ex=-

_ tended and that ths landing gear lateh was not functioning. The centrol =
“tower asked the Tlight by radio whether anything was wrong. and wos advised
of the trouble with the l-nding gear. The tower operzbor reguested the '
pilot to fly low over ths tower so 2s to pormit the persemnel thore to
chack the wheels. Pilot Holtsn complicd, end whils ke was flying ot o
low altitude, ths crow attempted to ascortain the nature of ths obstruetion ~

‘which the landing genr had struck but nc obstruction could be discerned. '
The control tower advised that the goar appenred to be =211 right, bubt Trip
7 replied that the right gear could not bu fully ox snded and that the flight
wes Teturning o Burbank., The carrier's office st Burbank was adviscd end ©
the £light proceeded in that direction. After arrival over Burbank, whilc

~the erew was carrying out instructions from the company's ground_station,-r
it was found that the right landing gear would retract only partially. it
become apporent, aftor repeated of forts to dislodgs the landing gear hnd
failed, that 2 wheels—-up londing would hove to bo mnda. “In zeeordancs with

~instructions from the company, the £1light procscded te the Los Angcles :
¥unicipsl Airport whorc, after thoe Tucl supply had bocn almosSt axhoustcd,
o successfu) lending with Totrctod genr was offoctod ot opproximatoly
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Filo Mo. 3135-41

‘ Subsequent investigation disclosed that during the attempted landing
at Long Bench, the right landing gear whael had struck n mound of newly
groded eazrth -.md gravel extending north nnd south ncross the nirercft's
path of approach ot o peint some 330 feet enst of the enst end of the
ustble runwey. This mound was between 6. ond 8 feet wide at its bnse and
between 12 and 18 inches high. It was about the same color os the sur-
rounding surface 2and was nct rendily discernible from the air. Investi-
gntion 2lsgo disclosed that the Army aireraft, previously mentioned, had
been disabled by Stl’lkliﬂg this some obstruct:,oq during o landing. “hout
two hours before Flight 7's attempted landing. - o

E;cmain?tion ol the right lfmding gear revenlsed that impoet with the
obatruction =t Long Beach ho2d forced the landing genr brace strut upwnrd
into-the wing, bent thé retraeting strut piston and coused cther damage.
‘During the subsenuen . wheels-up landing at Los Angeles, nll propeller
" blades were damaged. '

Plloa “Dlt i wns not advissd of the existence of the obstruction in
his path of approack ot Long Bsoch. Having been informed of an obstruc-
‘tion north of the runwny =nd about ons—hﬂlf the distance down the runway,
ke wms displaying. good judgment in cttompting to make o short landing,
particulsrly iz view of the q.lnrtorlng wind f*om thz north. It appoars
that the—caﬁﬁrol’towsr gperstor ot Long Bsach was naglleJnt in f2iling
1o apprise the f1ight of the obstruction beyond the -enst end of ihe T runway, g
_espeeinlly since ancther zircraft hod becn d 1m_531 by striking the same 7

" obstruction before the' srrivol of Trip 7.

The ecrew wng most diligsnt in ~pplying precauticnary mer»sur‘,s to
“minimize the danger of injury nngssngzers ~nd domsge to the nireraft
A i 278 well oxecuted and which

+

L ¥

guring the landing ot Los Angsle
A i ané in o minimum of d mage to the plane.

resulted in no nerscan

n2l n~pproach path of an unmarked

PROBABIF CAUSE: Zre i
which the nilot wes not informed.

BY THE BOAHD

i Y - o "t in? .
3/ DamAn Chorlos Brom

Secretory




